COTTER @2 BROS
FIREWOQD

Public Consultation on The Development of New Salid Fuel Requlations for ireland

s Solid fuel is the source of home heating for a large amount of Ireland’s homes. It is used by
many low-income houscholds who arc dependent on it to heat their homes affordably, and it
is also used by many mid/high income houscholds who want to see a flame.
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= The gavernment’s National Air Poliution Control Programme Report states that “ Contbustion
of bituminous coal, other coal products (such as manfactired ovoids and anthracite), wood
and peat in the residential secior is a significant source of harmfil toxic emissions to air,
including PM2.5 ", This siotement directly quoled from the NAPCP and echoed during the
Virtual Town Hall meelings associated with this public consultation is not sufficiently
nuanced, A distinction must be made berween wet woed and dry wood. Dry wood is a clean
burning solid fucl that does not contribute significantly to PM2.5 emissions, and can reduce
carben emissians by replacing these dirty solid fuels. It should not be included among dirty
solid fuels (coal/peat/wet firewood) and as such, it is imperative that government make it
clear that dry firewood's use is positive and it should be encouraged.

» The burning of fossil fuels (coal and peat) releascs a large amount of CO2 which greatly
increases GHG emissions, and is counter to our environmental responsibilities as an EU
member state and the overall objective of preventing climate catastrophe. From an air quality
perspeclive, these fossil fuels producce large amounts of PM2.5 emissions when bumned which
has an adverse effect en public health, leading to >1000 premature deaths per year. Banning
these particular solid fuels would result in a massive reduction in Irelands carbon emissions
and PM2.5 emissions, greatly improving air quality and public health.
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» Dry fircwood is quitc different, When dirty p
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' W.J Smith and C. Quinn, EPA Research Reporl No.324, Emissions Factors from Domestic-scale Solid-fuel
Agpliances (EFDOSOF) _ ;
https://www.epa.le/researchandeducation/research/researchpublications/researchraports/research324.html
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» Lack of regulation is a significant challenge in the lirewood indusiry. There is a lot of
inferior, sub-standard wel {irewood out on the marker and this is often fircwood that
was growing as a tree yesterday. The burning of sub-standard wet firewood is
unnecessarily contribuling to poor air quality, so il wet firewood is climinated, air
quality is significantly improved. This was highlighted in the EPA’s EFDOSOF
Project Report stating that, “the moisture content of wood fitels has a significant
bearing on both the emission intensity and the efficiency of the combustion process.
This report reconumentds considering the regulution of fuel quality for commercially
traded wood fitels "}

* A sensible firewood market regulation proposal has been put forward by the Irish
Bioenergy Assaciation (IrBEA) (o the DECC. Under this proposal, SO 17225-5
would become mandatory lor all lirewood producers. The propasal outlines a two-
phase stratcgy whereby a maximum moisture content requirement of 25% would
come into force on 1 Sep 2021, with the requirement moving to 20% max moisture
content on | Jan 2023. Decision makers should adopt this proposal in a timely fashion
as it will eliminate wet firewood and significantly improve air quality.

e Nol only should dry firewood be allowed, bul it should be cncouraged. The move to

ban coal, peat and wet firewood can only come into force if there is an alternative,

.otherwise fuel poverty will increase exponentially. It was cstimated in 2015 that 2,800
deaths occurred annually across Ireland due to inadequate heating.? Thus, it is critical
to also address this issue alongside the cstimated 1,300 air-pollution related deaths,

* Dry firewood can fill this gap and deliver PM2.5 emissions reductions in the order of
.70-90%. llence a Domestic Support Scheme for Renewable Hear (D-SSRH) should
be considered. Under this proposed scheme, homcowners would receive an incentive
to bum dry, cerlified firewood. Aftcr a certain period, the homeowner would be
required to install an EcoDesign stuve. This seheme therefore would modemise home-
heating appliances via encouraging the installation of these EcoDesign, low emission,

clean-burning stoves over a 3-5 ycar e
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*  The modernisation of current c c

appliances would lead (o a Turther

PM2.5 cmissions reduction of 70-
90%.' To my knowledge, no other
plan or strategy has delivered this

level of PM emissions reductions

over such a shorl period of time.
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! See note 1.

‘A. Zeka, S. Browne, The association of cold weather and all-cause and cause-specific mortality in the island of
Ireland between 1984 and 2007 - hitps://ehjournal biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1475-069%-13-104

* DEFRA, Clean Alr Strategy 2018 Consultalion, pg. 51. See alsa AIRUSE Project which also demonstrates 70-
90% reduction when switching from fireplace/woodstove to an EcoDesign stove {http://airuse su/wp
contem/uploads/2013/11/R27_AIRUSE-TechGuide-biomass burning-emissions-reduction pdf)



The benelits of st elva seheme are signilfeant and fir-reaching, [t s win-win (o
lecland’s ubligatiens o improve air guality and reduce carbui ermissions and Ireland s
cconomy. Air quality would be significantly improved via encouraging the
homcowner ta switch from highly-polluting dirwy solid fucls {coal/peat/wet firewood)
to clean buring dry firewood. coupled with encouraging them o modemise their
apphances 1o reduce PM 2.5 emissions further. Carbon emissions from the domestic
heating scctor would be massively reduced via elimination of fossil fuels, which are
accountable for the fion's share of GHG emissions. By utilizing vur own indigenous
supply-of biomass instead of importing our hame heating fucls, we will keep that
money ia the irish economy. According to the Western Development Cotnmisston,
10007 of firewood leaves u quarter of a million cura in the Irish cconomy. The same
usage of oil leaves a mere.£15,000,

Allowing and encouraging dvy- firewood usc is absolutely sssential if coal/urf wet
Tirewood are to bunned within the next few years. As outlined, il povernment take
these products off the markel, somicthing must 1l the gap lefi and dry indigenous
firewood can fill this gap. If the gap is not filled, fuel poverty and associated deaths
wili inerease greatly. Addressing fuel puverty is cnm.al fur a just transiven, and 10
address wider socml Juslice,

This strategy makes homevwners part of the encrgy transition - it disincentivises the
use of dirty solid fuels by making dem aware of their ¢ ermissions, while providing a
carrat that rewards them directly far swilching to cleaner heating that is gentle on the
environment. As demonstrated by cfforts overseas in the UK/USA, consumer
education is a massive part ol any policy to encourage consumers o switch to cleanar
heating and government/local autherities play the key role in informing the pubhc

he adoption of a firewoad inarket regulation proposal/a Domestic SSRH must
include a public awarcness strategy so consumers are empowered to make the right
decisions.

Ths strategy bas been inspited by the EU model of carrot, stick and tambourine
wheye we | Incantivise people tu do the right thing, 2. Discourage them from doing
the wrony thing and 3, We > udvertise the benefits of downg the night thing. This has
been a very successful stratepy in Europe where high levals af biomass use has bezn
succisstully achieved ('a:.g. Austria),

10 an wdeal world, we'd bum gothing. Floweve h.ul.-,l Hors need to bray the oeople wich

them. Fuel poverty, lack of finance and puoorly insulated old housing stock ire realities, so the
idea that «« eifone will be able to arfurd 1o wistali 2 heat pump/decp retrofit their home s nos
teahistic. We musta’t uvrlouk biomass as @ oweans ol growng cur sources of renewable-
energl AT s akey role ™ pliny i ingprovieg nrquakity and decar’y iz our domestic



(s vitab that fepisiawors do not alicnate these norsn abised Bomees s 1 s couree o« f
acbon Cotthd result tn protesty such o 010se seen in Franse wis the Gilcts 1aass and
thigughout freland during the trish W ater debacie: Ranimng all sulid 10203 v estd be o
zuaraniced recipe Tor these protests: Specifically inere, the perfect solution 1o Jeca bunt-ing
domestic heat 15 100% efectrifted beat generated tronm 10044 renewable lectriciy. But
currently, et all c!'eclrlctty 15 100% renewable and not everyone can atford a heat pump ur 1o
retrofit their hame. We must be practical and pragimatic and not uverfook bionass. We necd
W continue 1o scale up bioenergy’s role. Let us not allow perfection 1o be the enemy of the
good,
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Cotter Bros Firewoad is a firewood producer based in SR GmERERDEEM, o wned and
run by brothers (ERAAMMMYEONIg.. e ar2 membars of the Wood Fuel Quality Assurance
scham=2 and the business i5 based on supplying high-quality firewood to the domestic

sector. That is firewood that is Dry (under 25% moistura content), certified by the WFQA
and produced in conformity with international 150 standards.

Website: www cotterbrosfirewnod ie

Email. cotterbrosfirewoud@gimal.com

For furtner information/clarification contact W—




