
 

 

Notice of Intention to Grant a Prospecting Licence 

Since it appears to the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (the Minister) that 
there are minerals not being worked under the lands in the areas set out below, pursuant to section 7(1) 
of the Minerals Development Act 1940, as amended, the Minister intends to grant a prospecting licence  
for Base Metals, Barytes, Silver, Gold, Rare Earth Elements, Lithium, Caesium, and Platinum Group 
Metals to Earth Source Ltd, Galderbeg, Glenelg, Kyle, Highlands, IV40 8JZ, United Kingdom over the 
following Townlands in Co’s Wicklow and Kildare. 

 
Townlands in Talbotstown Upper Barony: Ballinacrow Lower, Ballinacrow Upper, Ballinroan Lower, 
Ballinroan Upper, Ballintruer Beg, Ballintruer More, Ballyhook Demesne, Ballyhook, Ballyhook Hill, 
Ballyhubbock Lower, Ballyhubbock Upper, Ballynatone, Baltinglass West, Baronstown Upper, Barraderry 
East, Barraderry North, Barraderry West, Bawnoge, Boley, Boleycarrigeen, Boleylug, Brockna, 
Brusselstown, Burrow, Carsrock, Castlequarter, Castleruddery Lower, Castleruddery Upper, Castlesallagh, 
Clogh Lower, Clogh Upper, Cloghcastle, Cloghnagaune, Colvinstown Lower, Colvinstown Upper, 
Coolamaddra, Coolinarrig Lower, Coolinarrig Upper, Deepark, Downings, Eadestown Hill, Eadestown 
Middle, Eadestown North, Eadestown South, Englishtown, Fortgranite, Gibraltar, Glennacanon, 
Goldenfort, Grangecon Hill, Hartstown, Holdenstown Lower, Holdenstown Lower, Humewood, 
Irongrange Lower, Irongrange Upper, Kill, Killalish Lower, Killalish Upper, Kilmurry, Kilmurry Lower, 
Kilmurry Upper, Kilranelagh, Knockaderry, Knockanreagh, Knockarigg, Knockarigg Demesne, Knockarigg 
Hill, Lackareagh, Lathaleere, Lowtown, Manger, Mattymount, Monatore, Moneymore, Moorstown, 
Newtownsaunders, Oldtown, Pinnacle, Raheen, Rampere, Randalstown, Rathbran, Rathmoon, 
Saundersgrove, Saundersgrove Hill, Scurlogue, Slaney Park, Spinans East, Spinans Hill, Spinans Middle, 
Spinans West, Sruhaun, Stratford, Stratford Lodge, Talbotstown Lower, Talbotstown Upper, Tinoranhill 
North, Tinoranhill South, Tuckmill Hill, Tuckmill Lower, Tuckmill Upper, Winetavern, Woodfield, 
Woodfieldglen.  
Townlands in Kilkea and Moone Barony: Aylmerstown, Ballycullane Lower, Ballycullane Upper, 
Ballynacarrick Lower, Ballynacarrick Upper, Ballynamony, Ballyraggan, Ballyvannan, Ballyvass, 
Beaconstown, Belan, Bigbog, Bolton, Broadstown, Carrigeen North, Carrigeen South, Carrigeenhill, 
Castleroe East, Coltstown, Coltstown, Coolane, Corballis, Crophill, Davidstown, Davidstown Demesne, 
Davidstown(Pilsworth), Glowens, Graney East, Graney West, Grangeford, Hallahoise, Hobartstown East, 
Hobartstown West, Hughstown, Kilkea Demesne, Kilkea Lodge Farm, Kilkea Lower, Kilkea Upper, 
Knockaphuca, Knockfield, Knocknacree, Knockpatrick, Knockrow, Knockshannagh, Marshalstown, 
Moatavanny, Mullaghreelan, Mullarney, Narraghbeg, Newtown, Newtown, Newtown, Plunketstown 
Lower, Plunketstown Upper, Roscolvin, Saintjohns, Sheriffhill, Tankardstown, Townparks.  
 

 

The maps and townland lists should be viewed on the Government of Ireland’s website at 

(https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/507ce-prospecting-licence-notices/). Where possible, they will be 

made available at Kildare Garda Station, Leixlip Garda Station, Wicklow Garda Station Batcherlors 

Walk and Rathdrum Garda Station, Co Wicklow and Wicklow and Kildare County Councils; the 

Geological Survey Ireland, Booterstown Hall, Booterstown, Co Dublin, A94 N2R6 and the address below. 

 

        Submissions to the granting of the licence should be made within 30 days of the date of this Notice. 

Submissions can only be made by either posting them to the Geoscience Regulation Office at the 

address below or by using the online submissions form www.gov.ie/gsroSubmissions. The Minister 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/507ce-prospecting-licence-notices/
http://www.gov.ie/gsroSubmissions


 
 

 

reserves the right to make details of the submissions available to the applicant in order to fully consider 

their validity.  

        NB:  A Prospecting Licence entitles the holder to explore for mineral deposits and does not authorise 

mining of any minerals.  The activities permissible under a licence are, in general, non-invasive and of 

minimal environmental impact. The Minister has assessed the exploration programme proposed by the 

Company and has determined that the activities are not likely to have a significant effect on the 

environment. Further information, statutory notice and Minister’s determination are available to view 

at:  https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/507ce-prospecting-licence-notices/ 

Geoscience Regulation Office 

Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications,  

29-31 Adelaide Road, 

Dublin, D02 X285 

 

Ref:  M. A. 345/1    Date: 14th of August 2023

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/507ce-prospecting-licence-notices/


 
 

 

EU General Data Protection Regulation (EU GDPR) 

Department responsibilities: The Department welcomes submissions and petitions from the public. In 

responding to the consultation, respondents consent to their name being publicly available with their 

submission. The Department will redact personal addresses and personal email addresses prior to 

publication. We would draw your attention to the Department's Privacy Statement:  

‘The Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications requires responders to provide 

certain personal data in order to provide services and carry out the functions of the Department. Your 

personal data may be exchanged with other Government Departments and Agencies in certain 

circumstances, where lawful. Full details can be found in our Data Privacy Notice which is available on 

the Government of Ireland website (https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/dfd02-data-

protection/) or in hard copy on request’. 

 

Petitioner’s responsibilities: Each Petition Organiser is a Data Controller and they should be aware of 

their responsibilities; that details provided by petition signatories when signing the petition (for example 

names, addresses, email addresses, telephone numbers and so on) are categorised as ‘personal data’ 

which is subject to GDPR (EU Regulation 2016/679 ‘General Data Protection Regulation 2018’).  

 

Petition Organisers as Data Controllers are required to confirm in their submission that: 

a) All individuals whose personal data is provided in the Petition have consented to the processing of 

their personal data by the Petition Organiser and the Department (as outlined in our Privacy Statement 

above), 

OR 

b)  That you otherwise have a legal basis (please specify) for providing such personal data to the 

Department for the purposes of participation in this consultation.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/dfd02-data-protection/
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/dfd02-data-protection/


 
 

 

Decision on specific prospecting activities  
The Minister has assessed the exploration project proposed by the company and has determined 

that the activities are not likely to have a significant effect on the environment.  

PL Area 2429, 2430, 2830 and 2834 

Company Earth Source Ltd 

Activity 
Mineral exploration involving desk studies, prospecting, geological 
mapping, geochemical sampling, and drilling 

Environmental 
Considerations 

Desk studies, prospecting, geological mapping, and geochemical sampling 
are temporary, non-intrusive activities, involving minimal disturbance and 
have a limited zone of influence.  These activities are not likely to have a 
significant effect on the environment.  If a proposed activity is at or in the 
vicinity of a Natura 2000 site, the activity will be subject to a separate 
screening assessment. If drilling is proposed, this activity will be subject to 
its own specific screening assessment. 

European Sites 
Determination 

River Barrow and River Nore SAC 002162 
Slaney River Valley SAC 000781 
Holdenstown Bog SAC 001757 
 
A screening determination has been carried out for the project. Particular 
attention has been paid to the European Sites listed above. 
 
It has been determined that the project does not have the potential for 
significant effects on any European Site and the activities are not likely to 
have a significant effect on the Natural Heritage Area (NHA) or proposed 
Natural Heritage Areas (pNHA) listed below. 
 
Barrow Valley at Tankardstown Bridge pNHA 000858 
Lowtown Fen pNHA 001764 
Corballis Hill pNHA 001389 
Holdenstown Bog pNHA 001757 
Ballycore Rath pNHA 001751 
Baggot’s Wood pNHA 000792 

Environmental 
Information 
available on DECC 
website 

1. Exploration Drilling - Guidance on Discharge to Surface and Groundwater 
(2019) 

2. Guidance for Good Environmental Practice in Mineral Exploration 
(2019) 

3. Environmental Safeguards- The Irish Way (2006) 

4. Expert Environmental Guidance (2017) 

Authority Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications 

Date  1st June 2023 

 
 

 

http://www.gov.ie/DECC
http://www.gov.ie/DECC
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/d16da-guidelines-for-mineral-exploration/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/d16da-guidelines-for-mineral-exploration/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/d16da-guidelines-for-mineral-exploration/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/d16da-guidelines-for-mineral-exploration/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/d16da-guidelines-for-mineral-exploration/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6e80f-environmental-effects-of-certain-exploration-methodologies/

