
 

 

Notice of Intention to Grant a Prospecting Licence 

Since it appears to the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (the Minister) 

that there are minerals not being worked under the lands in the areas set out below, pursuant to 

section 7(1) of the Minerals Development Act 1940, as amended, the Minister intends to grant a 

prospecting licence for Lithium, Rubidium, Caesium, Base Metals, Sliver(Ores of), Gold (Ores of), 

Rare Earth Elements, Beryllium and Platinum Group Metals to Arkle Resources Plc, 162 Clontarf 

Road, Dublin, D03 F6Y0,  over the following Townlands in Wexford and Wicklow:  

GOREY BARONY: 

ANNAGH LONG, ANNAGHGAP, ANNAGHHILL, BALLYDAY, BALLYNABARNEY, BALLYRORY, BALLYTHOMAS, 

BALLYTHOMASHILL, BARNADOWN, CARRIG, CLONROE LOWER, CLONROE UPPER, CRAAN, CROGHAN UPPER, 

LOGGAN LOWER, LOGGAN UPPER, MONALEE, MONALEEHILL, PALLIS UPPER, WINGFIELD. 

 

BALLINANCOR SOUTH, BALLINANCOR NORTH AND ARKLOW BARONY: 

AUGHRIM LOWER, AUGHRIM UPPER, AVONDALE, BAHANA (King), BAHANA (Whaley), BALLAGH, BALLARD, 

BALLEESE LOWER, BALLEESE UPPER, BALLEESE WOOD, BALLEESHAL, BALLINACARRIG LOWER, BALLINACARRIG 

UPPER, BALLINACLASH, BALLINATONE LOWER, BALLINDOYLE, BALLINGLEN, BALLYCARRIGEEN, BALLYKNOCKAN 

LOWER, BALLYKNOCKAN UPPER, BALLYTRASNA, CLONEEN, COOLALUG, CORBALLIS LOWER, CORBALLIS UPPER, 

CRAFFIELD, CRONAWINNIA, CRONE BEG, CURRAGHLAWN, DRUMMIN, GARRYMORE LOWER, GARRYMORE 

UPPER, GREENAN MORE, KILBALLYOWEN, KILLACLORAN, KILLADUFF, KILLAVENY, KILPIPE, KINGSTON, 

KNOCKADOSAN, MACREDDIN EAST, MACREDDIN WEST, MEETINGS, MILL LAND, MONGNACOOL LOWER, 

MONGNACOOL UPPER, MOUNTLUSK, MUCKLAGH, NEWBAWN, PREBAN, RODDENAGH, ROSNASTRAW, 

SHEEANABEG (Robeck), SHEEANABEG (Whaley), THREEWELLS, TIMULLIN, TINNAKILLY LOWER, TINNAKILLY 

UPPER, TOBERPATRICK, TOMCOYLE, TOMNASKELA. 

 

The maps and townland lists should be viewed on the Government of Ireland’s website at 

(https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/507ce-prospecting-licence-notices/). Where possible, they will 

be made available at Gorey Garda Station, Arklow Garda Station and Aughrim Garda Station, 

Wexford, and Wicklow County Councils; the Geological Survey Ireland, Booterstown Hall, 

Booterstown, Co Dublin, A94 N2R6 and the address below. 

 

Submissions to the granting of the licence should be made within 30 days of the date of this Notice. 

Submissions can only be made by either posting them to the Geoscience Regulation Office at the 

address below or by using the online submissions form www.gov.ie/gsroSubmissions. The Minister 

reserves the right to make details of the submissions available to the applicant in order to fully 

consider their validity.  

NB:  A Prospecting Licence entitles the holder to explore for mineral deposits and does not authorise 

mining of any minerals.  The activities permissible under a licence are, in general, non-invasive and 

of minimal environmental impact. The Minister has assessed the exploration programme proposed 

by the Company and has determined that the activities are not likely to have a significant effect on 

the environment. Further information, statutory notice and Minister’s determination are available to 

view at:  https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/507ce-prospecting-licence-notices/ 

` 

 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/507ce-prospecting-licence-notices/
http://www.gov.ie/gsroSubmissions
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/507ce-prospecting-licence-notices/


 
 

 

 

 

Geoscience Regulation Office 

Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications,  

29-31 Adelaide Road, 

Dublin, D02 X285 

 

Ref:  M. A. 346/1    Date:  13th  December 2023        

 

 

 

EU General Data Protection Regulation (EU GDPR) 

Department responsibilities: The Department welcomes submissions and petitions from the public. 

In responding to the consultation, respondents consent to their name being publicly available with 

their submission. The Department will redact personal addresses and personal email addresses prior 

to publication. We would draw your attention to the Department's Privacy Statement:  

‘The Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications requires responders to provide 

certain personal data in order to provide services and carry out the functions of the Department. Your 

personal data may be exchanged with other Government Departments and Agencies in certain 

circumstances, where lawful. Full details can be found in our Data Privacy Notice which is available on 

the Government of Ireland website (https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/dfd02-data-

protection/) or in hard copy on request’. 

 

Petitioner’s responsibilities: Each Petition Organiser is a Data Controller and they should be aware of 

their responsibilities; that details provided by petition signatories when signing the petition (for 

example names, addresses, email addresses, telephone numbers and so on) are categorised as 

‘personal data’ which is subject to GDPR (EU Regulation 2016/679 ‘General Data Protection 

Regulation 2018’).  

 

Petition Organisers as Data Controllers are required to confirm in their submission that: 

a) All individuals whose personal data is provided in the Petition have consented to the processing 

of their personal data by the Petition Organiser and the Department (as outlined in our Privacy 

Statement above), 

OR 

b)  That you otherwise have a legal basis (please specify) for providing such personal data to the 

Department for the purposes of participation in this consultation. 
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Decision on specific prospecting activities  
The Minister has assessed the exploration project proposed by the company and has determined that 

the activities are not likely to have a significant effect on the environment. 

PL Area 415, 1716, 2053, 3029 

Company Arkle Resources Plc 

Activity 
Mineral exploration involving desk studies, prospecting, geochemical 
surveying, trenching, and drilling 

Environmental 
Considerations 

Desk studies, prospecting, and geochemical surveying are temporary, 
non-intrusive activities, involving minimal disturbance and have a limited 
zone of influence.  These activities are not likely to have a significant 
effect on the environment.   
 
If a proposed activity is at, or in the vicinity of a Natura 2000 site, the 
activity will be subject to a separate screening assessment.  
 
If trenching or diamond drilling is undertaken, this activity will be subject 
to an individual screening assessment. 

European Sites 
Determination 

Vale of Clara (Rathdrum Wood) SAC 000733 
Slaney River Valley SAC 000781 
 
A screening determination has been carried out for the project. Particular 
attention has been paid to the European Sites listed above. 
 
It has been determined that the project does not have the potential for 
significant effects on any European Site and the activities are not likely to 
have a significant effect on the Natural Heritage Area (NHA) or proposed 
Natural Heritage Areas (pNHA) listed below. 
 
Avondale pNHA 002093 
Ballinacor Wood pNHA 001749 
Vale Of Clara (Rathdrum Wood) pNHA 000733 
Avoca River Valley pNHA 001748 

Environmental 
Information available on 
DECC website 

1. Exploration Drilling - Guidance on Discharge to Surface and 
Groundwater (2019) 

2. Guidance for Good Environmental Practice in Mineral Exploration 
(2019) 

3. Environmental Safeguards- The Irish Way (2006) 

4. Expert Environmental Guidance (2017) 

Authority Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications 

Date  26 September 2023 
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