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        During 2020, the UK continued to follow EU rules and the EU continued to treat the UK as if it were a member state. There were no immediate changes for citizens and businesses in their day-to-day dealings. This transition period ends on 31 December 2020. 

    




    
        In July 2020, the department sent a notice to all stakeholders to inform them of two recent communications from the European Commission about the end of the transition period:

    




    
        	a notice to help national authorities, businesses and citizens prepare for the inevitable changes that will arise at the end of the transition period
	a sector specific Brexit readiness notice in relation to industrial products
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        The government has legislated to address the complex issues that could arise for citizens and businesses after the transition period ends.

    




    
        For more information on the impact of Brexit and the end of the transition period on the Construction Products Regulation (CPR), read:

    




    
        	the section on Implications from 1 January 2021 below and 
	Construction Industry: Preparing for the end of the Brexit Transition Period - Your questions answered
.
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        The Construction Products Regulation (EU) No 305/2011 (CPR) is European Union (EU) legislation that sets out rules for the marketing of construction products in the EU. It is aimed at reducing technical barriers to trade and ensuring the free movement of certain construction products within the EU. You can  read more about the CPR here.


    




    
        Where a construction product covered by a harmonised standard is being placed on the EU market, the CPR requires the manufacturer to draw up a ‘declaration of performance’ (DoP) and affix a ‘CE’ marking to the product. The CPR also places additional obligations on manufacturers, importers, distributors and authorised representatives (where applicable).

    




    
        Harmonised standards define the methods and the criteria for assessing performance of construction products and set out the degree of third party assessment required to enable manufacturers to draw up the DoP and affix the CE marking. Third party assessment may only be undertaken by ‘notified bodies’. ‘Notified bodies’ must be established in a member state and be designated by the member state’s ‘notifying authority’.
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        Manufacturers, importers, distributors and authorised representatives need to ensure they comply with their obligations and responsibilities, as set out in the CPR.

    




    
        Both authorised representatives and importers must be established in the EU-27.

    




    
        Manufacturers, importers, distributors and authorised representatives will need to continue to take the necessary steps to ensure that they hold certificates under the responsibility of an EU-27 ‘notified body’ (that is, a ‘notified body’ registered in one of the remaining 27 EU countries. 

    




    
        For construction products currently reliant on a UK ‘notified body’, the manufacturers, importers, distributors or authorised representatives may need to either:

    




    
        	arrange for a transfer of their files and the corresponding certificates from the UK ‘notified body’ (a ‘notified body’ registered in the UK) to an EU-27 ‘notified body’, or
	apply for a new certificate with an EU-27 ‘notified body’


    




    
        A unique Economic Operators Registration and Identification (EORI) number is required to trade with the UK from 1 January 2021. You can register for an EORI number through Revenue’s online services section
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        The Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland, which forms part of the Withdrawal Agreement between the EU and the UK, applies from 01 January 2021. As a result, certain EU rules, in particular those in respect of goods, will continue to apply in Northern Ireland.

    




    
        The EU Commission has published a range of notices
 on preparing for the end of the transition period, including a notice on industrial products.
 Those notices include guidance on the Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland where relevant.

    




    
        The UK Government has also published guidance on implementation of the Protocol.

    




    
        Here are some of the implications of the Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland in relation to the Construction Product Regulation when the transition period ends:

    




    
        	construction products placed on the market in Northern Ireland have to comply with applicable EU legislation
	a construction product manufactured in Northern Ireland, certified by an EU-27 Notified Body and shipped to the EU, is not an imported product for the purpose of labelling and identification of economic operators/‘responsible persons’
	importers, authorised representatives and other ‘responsible persons’ may be established in Northern Ireland
	certificates issued by a conformity assessment body in Great Britain are not valid in Northern Ireland or the EU. A Notified Body in Northern Ireland, however, can continue to certify products in certain circumstances
	for non-harmonised construction products, the principle of mutual recognition in one Member State of goods lawfully marketed in another Member State will not apply in respect of goods lawfully marketed in Northern Ireland. This means that the lawful placing of a construction product on the market of Northern Ireland cannot be invoked when that product is placed on the market in the EU. However, the lawful marketing of a construction product in a Member State can be invoked when that product is placed on the market in Northern Ireland


    




    
        You can read all the applicable rules here.
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        The ‘Nando’ EU commission website provides the full listing of all current EU-wide ‘notified bodies’.
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            Construction Industry: Preparing for the end of the Brexit Transition Period - Your questions answered

            This document contains information aimed at explaining the impacts of the end of the transition period on the supply and use of construction products in the Irish construction sector.
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        For support and guidance on standards and certification, contact the National Standards Authority of Ireland
 (NSAI). Email brexitunit@nsai.ie
 or phone 01 807 3800. 

    




    
        For more information on the Construction Products Regulation, email Buildingstandards@housing.gov.ie
 or phone 01 – 888 2389.

    




    
        If in doubt, operators should consider taking professional advice about how their obligations may change after the transition period ends.
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        The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH) is responsible for building standards policy and regulation, including implementation of the CPR. A ‘notifying authority’ is responsible for implementing the necessary procedures for the assessment, notification and monitoring of ‘notified bodies’.  A ‘notified body’ is a body that is designated to carry out certain conformity assessment procedures referred to in the applicable EU legislation. You can read more about the notification procedure on our website.
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        	EU Commission Notice to Stakeholders in relation to industrial products: March 2020

	Brexit – Notice to stakeholders – February 2019

	Brexit – Notice to stakeholders – February 2018
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