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CAUTION: This eMail originated from outside your organisation and the BTS Managed Desktop service. Do not click on
any links or open any attachments unless you recognise the sender or are expecting the email and know that the content is
safe. If you are in any doubt, please contact the OGCIO IT Service Desk.

To whom it may concern,

On behalf of the RIAI, please find attached our response to the Draft Green Public Procurement Strategy and
Action Plan.
Should you have any questions on the enclosed, please don't hesitate to contact myself or Practice Director,

I <o 20ove).

Best wishes,

Climate Change Advisor

RIAI

8 Merrion Square
Dublin DO2YE68
Ireland
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RIAI - The Registration Body for Architects in Ireland
Promoting the Value of Architecture | Supporting Sustainable Careers | Protecting the Consumer

| work remotely from a different time zone and may send emails outside normal working hours. Please don’t
feel the need to respond outside of your workday.

The RIAI Bookshop and offices are open from 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday. Any queries or questions can
be emailed to info@riai.ie. Bookshop orders can also be placed by email and online. Thank you.

The RIAl is a company limited by guarantee without share capital, registered in Ireland. Company Registration Number: 003498.
Company Registered Address: 8 Merrion Square, Dublin 2. Company Charitable Tax Exemption Number CHY5436. Registered
Charity Number RCN 20008109.

The Directors of the Company for 2023 are:

DISCLAIMER

The Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland is charged with various regulatory responsibilities under the Building Control Act 2007
in relation in the admission and professional conduct of architects and therefore cannot provide specific advice in relation to
particular facts concemning complaints against architects. There are designated statutory bodies namely, the Professional Conduct
Committee, the Appeals Body and the Registrar who have a role in relation to such matters. Accordingly, the Royal Institute of the



Architects of Ireland is limited to assisting you in relation to your access to the services offered by these bodies. Nothing said by or
on behalf of the Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland in doing so is to be taken as advice.

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are
addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the RIAl immediately.

Please see our Privacy Statement which has been created to demonstrate our commitment to the privacy of your personal
information and explain our use of your personal information under applicable Data Protection legislation.

Stay in touch with the latest Irish architecture news by signing up to our free monthly E-newsletter, RIAI Online, on www.riai.ie
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By e-mail to gpp@decc.gov.ie

Circular Economy — Strategic Policy Division

Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications
Newtown Road

Wexford

Y35 AP90

10 November 2023

Subject: RIAI feedback on Draft Green Public Procurement Strategy and Action
Plan

To whom it may concern,

The Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland (RIAI) welcomesthe opportunity to provide
feedback on the draft Green Public Procurement Strategy and Action Plan.

The following are responses to the five questions posed:

1. Do you think the approach as detailed in the draft Green Public
Procurement Strategy and Action Plan will significantly increase Green
Public Procurement across the Public Sector?

Response:

The RIAl welcomes the introduction of a harmonised and clear set of targets across
Public Sector procurement. We would hope that this strategy will see multiple
efficiencies and positive environmental benefits across the various sectors. For any
action plan to be successful there will need to be regular and transparent reporting to
ensure that the projected targets are being met and adjustments made as necessary.
Initially, project cost estimates may be impacted, and cost adjustments should be
facilitated within the public spending code.

There are reports of human resource deficits in skills across the industry, and the
strategy should allow for skills deficiency (architects at senior level) to be addressed
through budget and resource planning to ensure that government’s ambitions are
being implemented with the required skillsets in the most effective manner.
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2 Are there any other key aspects or actions that could be effective in
implementing Green Public Procurement and that you think should be
considered for inclusion in the Green Public Procurement Strategy and
Action Plan?

Response:

Due to the long gestation times of building projects, and the urgency and scale of
climate action required, embedding clear targets in the initial stages of a projects'
development is crucial. This includes going beyond the minimum building compliance
targets and setting building performance targets (in-use targets) at the preliminary brief
stage. The RIAI recommends that all projects in the Built Environment work towards
the targets of the RIAI 2030 Climate Challenge. https://www.riai.ie/discover-
architecture/climate-change.

There would be multiple benefits to a Client by incorporating building performance
targets at the start of a project. Refer to the RIAI 2030 Climate Challenge - Client
Guides (published October 2023) for more information.

3. In terms of the sectoral/product targets included in the draft Green
Public Procurement Strategy and Action Plan, do you have any views in
relation to the targets, the ambition level, and a timeframe for target
achievement?

Response:

Under Appendix |, there are no specific targets or implementation dates for actions
A20, A21 and A22. It is recommended that there should be reference/inclusion of
specific GHG emission targets under the Built Environment.

There are also no timeframes noted under Appendix |l Action T1 for procuring
recycled/reused content in the Built Environment. For clarity, there should be definitive
targets noted for all sectoral targets, so that industry may adapt, prepare and respond
accordingly with their own supply chains.

4. Are there any other sectoral/product targets related to Green Public
Procurement that you think should be considered for inclusion in the
Green Public Procurement Strategy and Action Plan?

Response:
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The RIAI recommends that under the Built Environment sector, building performance
targets in relation to Operational Energy (in-use), Embodied Carbon (Whole Life
Carbon), Water use (in-use), Health and Wellbeing (in-use) targets should be included
in any public tender and embedded as part of the preliminary project brief.

Refer RIAI 2030 Climate Challenge for recommended targets.
https://www riai.ie/discover-architecture/climate-change.

5. Have you any other comments or feedback on the content of the draft
Green Public Procurement Strategy and Action Plan?

Response:

The RIAlI recommends a stepped transition to tighter targets and implementation dates
for projects that fall below the national threshold for Works within built environment
(currently Eur 5.382m) as this could cover a considerable number of retrofit projects.

We also recommend that any reference in this document to the targets of the RIAI
2030 Climate Challenge refers to the enhanced 2030 targets (instead of the 2025
targets) due to the long gestation time of projects and the proximity in years to 2025.

It is recommended that there is a strong focus on quality, enabled through efficient,
effective procurement processes, supported by appropriate resources and the
essential need to have experienced, skilled resources (including architects) in place to
assess the quality.

Should you have any queries in relation to the above or should you require any further
information, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned.

Yours sincerely,

RIAI Practice Director
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